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GREATER LANDMARK 


Education in Korea has a long history. According to the record, it was 
1 372 A.D. that the first academy was built in Korea. The educational 
system registered steady progress in the subsequent dynasties. 

Along with the Kookhak (state educational institution), the Sahak (private 
educational institution) developed under the influence of Confucianism. And 
sydang (a sort of private school) was established in every part of the country. 

‘During the 17th century, a new school of thought—the Practical School 
_appeared, which criticized the outlived Confusian education. It championed 
reforms as well as patriotism and humanitarianism. Then in the closing years 
of the 19th century the new educational movement, a patriotic enlightenment 
movement, appeared opposing feudalism and alien aggression. 

However, the Korean national education suffered at the hands of the 
japanese imperialists who seized Korea in 1910. The age-old Korean history 
and national culture were trodden underfoot by the Japanese imperialists and a 
colonial enslavement educational system was set up in Korea. Use of the Ko- 
rean language was forbidden in school. Besides, the majority of the workers 
and peasants could not send their children to school because of the exorbitant 
shool-fees and various contributions. 

When Korea was liberated in 1945, there were some 2,300,000 adults in 
North Korea who could not read or write, and only 35 per cent of the total 
school-age children were attending schools. 

At the time when the Korean people faced the most gloomy days under 
the Japanese imperialist rule, the Korean Communists led by Marshal 
Kim Il Sung fought Japanese imperialism for fifteen years for the country's free- 
dom and independence. The anti-Japanese partisans inspired the Korean people 
to the struggle against Japanese imperialism. The revolutionary ten-point pro- 
gramme of the Fatherland Restoration Association worked out by Comrade 
Kim I] Sung in May 1936 was a fine example of the creative application of 
Marxism-Leninism to the actual situation in Korea. Article 8 of the program 
reads: Slave labour and education shall be abolished, no military service and 
military training be forced on youth, instruction in the Korean language be as- 
sued, and compulsory education free of charge be enforced, And it was in 
the liberated areas that such revolutionary educational line was put into effect. 
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However, it was only after Korea's liberation by the Soviet Arrny from 
the yoke of Japanese imperialism on August 15, 1945 that such revolutionary 
educational programme was put to work to the full. 

Following the country's liberation the Korean people began to root out 
the enslavement educational system as well as the Japanese imperialist ruling 
machinery. The people entered upon a new path of educational system, In 
March 1946, Premier Kim II Sung put forth the 20-point programme based on 
the ten-point programme of the Fatherland Restoration Association, With re- 
gard to the new educational policy the programme states: Universal, compul- 
sory education shall be put into force, state-run primary, secondary and 
specialized schools and institutes of higher learning be expanded extensively, 
reform of the popular educational system be effected in accordance with the 
democratic system of the state. 

Under the programme, the first popular, democratic, educational system 
covering from the pre-school training to higher learning was established in 
December 1946. Sons and daughters of the working people were ensured 4 
opportunity of learning. 

Under the new educational system, new curricula were adopted to educate 
students in the spirit of socialist patriotism, the idea of Marxism-Leninism, and 
on the basis of advanced science. 

Textbooks were edited in the Korean language. The Korean language and 
history of Korea became important subjects in addition to natural and socié! 
sciences and materialistic dialectics. Importance was attached to developing 
democracy in schools and new ethical traits among students. 

In building up a democratic country the matter of putting an end to illi- 
teracy, an aftermath of the Japanese rule, was presented in ifs urgency. Under 
the guidance of the Workers’ Party of Korea and the government a nation: 
wide movement was unfolded and by the latter part of 1948 illiteracy was 
wiped out in the main. 

Thanks to the correct educational policy of the Party and government! ¢ 
to big strides in the democratic construction of the country, popular education 
rapidly developed. By 1949 the number of primary and secondary schools '"~ 
creased to more than 5,000 and specialized schools to 69. Institutes of higher 
learning which were new for the country numbered 15. Everything was ready 
for effecting the universal compulsory primary school education in September 
1950. 

However, the U.S. aggressors unleashed war on June 25, 1950, which lasted 
for three years. The war levelled even a remote hamlet. No school building? 
were left intact, they were either burni or destroyed by the enemy. 

Yet, even the severe war could not close the schools. Teachers an 
people repaired the damaged class rooms to keep school going: 
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the enemy bombing became more savage, the teachers went around calling 
on the pupils to give lessons. Thus during the wartime a great number of na- 
tional cadres were brought up. 

The Korean people came out victorious in the war, and with the same 
lortitude and perseverance they started the difficult post-war reconstruction. 

The government allocated a huge amount of funds for school reconstruc- 
tion and in three years after the ceasefire some 25,000 class rooms were built. 

The universal compulsory primary school education had been scheduled 
fer 1950 but could not be realized due to the war. In 1956 it was put into 
lorce. Then from the 1958-59 school year the universal, compulsory secondary 
education, which was new for Asia, was effected three years ahead of the plan. 
Now preparations are being made successfully for a compulsory nine-year edu- 
cational system including technical training. 

In October 1959, measures were taken to reorganize the educational sys- 
tem of the country in cenformily with the newly created situation. 

As of September 1960, the number of schools counted more than 8,000 
including 76 institutes of higher learning with an enrollment of one fourth of 
the total population. (If the number of those who learn at the adult schools is 
added no less than one third of the entire people in the North are in schoo} at 
Present). There were, as of August 1960, over 3,200,000 graduates including 
some 100,000 from both higher and secondary specialized schools and institutes 
of higher learning. 


PUPILS AND STUDENTS 
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Special attention has been directed to improving the educational system. 

Since April 1959 tuition-fee has been abolished in all schools. In addition, 
the students of institutes of higher learning and higher specialized schools, 
and most of the secondary specialized school students are granted big 
stipends. There are special stipends—ithe “Kim II Sung Scholarships, 
“Kim Chaik Scholarships,” besides the stipends for those students who have 
no one to rely on. 


Also special stipends in commemoration of the 10th anniversary of 
the founding of the Korean Democratic Youth League are provided for 
those students who come over to North Korea from South Korea or from 
Japan. In addition, generous sums are given to help them settle down. 

School uniforms are supplied to the students of the specialized schoo!s 
and institutes of higher learning. In 1959 the entire students of all levels 
were supplied with school uniforms. 

Every year the government earmarks greater amount of funds for 
education. Compared with 1949, in 1959 the money spent by the government 
on education of each person showed an increase of 8.4-fola. 


The great results attained in the field of popular education owe to ny 
superiority of our social system and to the educational! policy of the Par 
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and government. The firm economic foundation of the country is 
enough to provide all material conditions for the development of education. 


CLOSE LINKS BETWEEN EDUCATION AND WORK 


Today in all schools of our country “studying while working and work- 
ing while studying” is the guiding principle. It aims to bring up the younger 
generation as full-fledged builders of socialism-communism and ardent 
patriots. 

The close link between education and productive labour enables the 
students to consolidate what they have learnt in class by practical training 
while in school. However, it must be pointed out that in the field of general 
education, great emphasis is laid on basic subjects on nature and society as 
well as on physical culture and moral development. 


The Korean language and arithmetics constitute the basic subjects in 
primary schools, and the Korean language, mathematics, physics, chemistry, 
zoology, botany, history, geography, foreign languages, etc. in secondary 
schools, 


These book knowledge is deepened and extended through productive 
technical education. At the same time, judgement of the students is deve- 
loped and their experiences are accumulated. 


The higher educational establishments aim at turning out experts who 
are capable of solving various problems that may arise in socialist construc- 
tion. And the curricula are made up with a view to widening the students’ 
knowledge and developing their capacity of working problem by them- 
Selves, 

The curricula in the academic year of 1959-60 of the faculty of physics 
and mathematics of Kim Il Sung University is a case in point. 


In the first and second year most hours are allocated to advanced 
Mathematics and physics—~410 hours to physics, of which 320 hours are for 
lecture with the remaining 9C hours for seminar; for advanced mathematics 
30 hours of lecture and 180 hours of seminar—510 hours in total. Besides, 
he students are assigned to solve by themselves 700 subjects on physics and 
More than 1,000 problems of advanced mathematics. 


In the third, fourth and fifth year the students do experiments and 
rganize seminars while getting lectures. 

In the second half of the fourth year the students go through a nine- 
Week experiment course in the school workshop, the Physics and Mathematics 
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Research Institute of the Academy of Sciences or at other factories. In 1959 
the students went to the Chungjin Steel Works, Hwanghai Iron Works to 
name a few. 


The combining of education with productive labour has brought about 
greater results in consolidating the classroom knowledge through practice 
and in acquiring more than one skill and technique. 


It should be stressed that such educational principle conforms to the 
actual needs created in accelerating the country's socialist construction. 


Our country, once a backward colonial, semi-feudal agrarian country, 
has been converted into. an industrial-agricultural country with the socialist 
mode of production being dominant and firm foundation of a self-supporting 
national economy. 

In 1959 the total industrial output value increased 6.6-fold compared 
with the pre-liberation year of 1944, and the share of industry in the na- 
tion's total industrial and agricultural production rose from 28 per cent in 
1946 to 76 per cent. The colonial onesidedness of industry was completely 
liquidated and the firm foundation for the socialist industrialization came 
into being. 

The completion of the socialist agricultural cooperativization made it 
possible to adopt the collective economy and modern technique in the 
countryside. As a result agricultural productive forces rose rapidly and 4 
new culture has been created. 


The leaping forward in socialist construction made it imperative to 
train a greater number of technical personnel. 

The Party called upon the masses to carry out the technical and sate 
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revolutions and asked the working people to acquire more than on 
and technique. At the same time emphasis was laid on the technical educa- 
tion in schools. 

In anticipation of the rapid development of socialist construction, 
Third Congress of the Workers’ Party of Korea held in 1956 stressed the 
importance of training technical personnel. It laid down the principles of 
bringing education closer to production in schools at all levels. In middle 


schools general education was to be combined with the technical training. 
e 1956-5! 


the 


The number of technical schools increased rapidly, and from th 
academic year the technical courses were introduced into all schools. 

Combining education with productive labour contributed greatly { 
training many technicians and engineers. 

The study-work principle has shown more vitality in speci 
and institutes of higher learning where the students of the first and se 


alized schools 
con 
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year work at school workshops or at some factories. Then at the end of 
each year an evaluation of each student's work is made and a corresponding 
technical grade is awarded. Even the students of departments of social 
siences are required to be engaged in’ productive labour. Through this 
work the students experience the life and feelings of the workers and are 
imbued with the ideology of the working class. Aft the same time they 
learn about production and factory management. 

In the third, fourth and fifth year the students go out to various places of 
work according to their speciality to accumulate a vast store of experiences. 

The curricula and graduation theses are directed to dealing with the 
urgent technical questions arising in the country’s socialist construction. 
The same can be said of the works of the science study groups and technical 
associations in schools, 


Today various machines and goods are produced by the students in 
school workshops. Many inventions and improvements have been made. 

Much praise goes to the students of Kim Il Sung University. From their 
workshops came the spectrum for analysing soil, shoal detector, and 
synthetic rubber. The students are turning out melamine, which improves the 
quality of staple fiber. Many of their inventions are put into production in 
various factories. 


The students of the Kim Chaik Polytechnical Institute, Hamheung Chemical 
Institute, Pyongyang Medical Institute, Civil Engineering Institute, and other 
institutes turned out various machines and machine tools including lathes 
énd boring machines, in addition to lenses, microscopes, porcelain, etc. More- 
over, the students go out fo work on the construction sites, or in the factories, 
enterprises and rural villages. By living among the workers and _ Peasants 
and by working with them, the students foster a communist attitude to 
labour, collectivism and inflexible fighting spirit, while consolidating their 
knowledge. 


As the popular education developed rapidly, it was urgently necessary 
fo correct the shortcomings in the field of education. In the light of the 
objective needs of reality and from the pedagogic standpoint, of great 
portance is the reorganization of the popular education system which 
‘trengthens the communist training and brings up the younger generation 
into. competent persons. 


The Sixth Session of the Second Supreme People’s Assembly held in 
October 1959 adopted the law on the reorganization of the popular 
€ducation, 

The new school system envisages kindergarten, four-year primary school, 
ree-year middle school, two-year technical school, two-year higher 
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technical school, and four-to-five-year institute of higher learning. There 
is also a four-year post-graduate course. 


Parallel with this, an education system is enforced for the working people 
en the job—education in two-year technical school, two-year higher technical 
school, four-to-five-year institute of higher learning and post-graduate course. 
For training teachers, there are three-to-four year teachers training institute 
and four-year pedagogical institute. Under the present educational system, 
there are four-year physical training school, eleven-year arts school, eleven- 
year foreign languages school and three-year labour institute. And _ for 
adult education there are two-year working people's school and three-year 
working people's middle school. 


In addition, there are special educational establishments—children’s 
homes for pre-school age orphans, special schools (primary and junior 
middle school courses) for the war orphans and for the children of patriots 
who fell for the country's freedom and independence. There are also schools 
for disabled soldiers (opened in 1956) and for the blind, deaf and dumb. 


The most distinguished feature of the new educational system is the 
combination of education with productive labour. Such education frees the 
students from dogmatism and subjectivism by making them consolidate the 
knowledge through productive labour. The combination of education with 
productive labour not only enables the students to deepen their knowledge 
and acquire technique, but also develop new moral make-up—lofty attitude 
to labour, descipline and collectivism in life, fortitude, faithfulness to the 
state affairs. 


The younger generation will grow into people who have made all- 
round development in physical and mental aspects, and the distinctions 
between mental and physical labour will rapidly disappear. 


Another feature in the reorganized educational system is to be found in 
the secondary technical education system for harmonizing general education 
with technology. 


In technical schools and higher technical schools general education 
will g@ hand in hand with technical education. 


The curricula of technical schools consist of subjects on general educa- 
tion. and technology in addition to practical training at the proportion © 
53, 20.5 and 26.5 per cent. The higher technical school’s curricula are 
divided into general studies (38 per cent), technical courses (37 per cent), 
and practical training (25 per cent). These curricula comprising subjects 0” 
natural and social sciences and arts in parallel with the technical courses 
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Premier Kim I! Sung talking with the Young Pioneers 
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Korean language class (The first year pupils of the pri- 
Mary course of the Raheung Junior Middle Schoo! in 
South Hamkyung Province) 
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Jcyful winter vacation 


Geography class in a junior middle school 


Assemblying radio sets by future engineers—physics 
circle members of the second year course of the bereft 
children's school in Hamneung 
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Pupils of the Mankyungdai School, the children of the patriotic martyrs, 
are resolved to become faithful sons and daughters of the fatherland 
and people before the statue of Premier Kim II Sung 


Performance of the national instruments by the circle members of the 
Seungma Junior Middle School in Haijoo 


Joyful camping life of 

Young Pioneers at the 

Sukam camping ground 
(above and below) 
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Pupils are studying the glorious revolutionary traditions 
of the Workers’ Party of Korea 


After school (at the Sumoon 
Technical School in Pyong- 


yang) 


Young people who 
have returned home 
from Japan are now 
studying at schools of 
all levels. Photo: Al 
the Kim Chaik  Poly- 
technical Institute 


Students of the Traffic and Transport Engineering 
School working at the school workshop 


Workers study while 
working. Photo: Work- 
ers of the Heungnam 
Fertilizer Factory go- 
ing to the specialized 
secondary school _ in 
Heungnam 


Working people's school in the Junjin (March) Agricultural 
Co-op, Ryongchun County, North Pyongan Province 
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Students of the Kangge Veterinary 
Institute holding a seminer 


Students of the Transport Institute 
participating in the construciion of 
the Okryoo Bridge in Pyongyang 


Many higher educa- 


tional establishments 
were set up in major 
factories, enterprises 


and = agro- stock farms 
throughout the country. 
Photo: The newly-built 
Kangsun Industrial 
institute 


Students of the Agricultural 

Faculty of the Pyongyang 

Agricultural Institute doing 
experiment 


Students of the State 
Dance School 


Students of the Korean 
painting department of 
the Fine Arts Institute 


Merited Teacher 
lung Hong Boong, 
Principal of the Su- 
moon Technical School 
i) Pyongyang, surrounded 
by students 


Teachers of the Tongheung Junior Middle School in Pyongyang 
who won first the title of the Chullima Teachers’ Group 
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Opening ceremony of the Second National 
Sports Meet of the youth and children’s 
sports schools 


Foot-ball match between Transport 
Institute and Commercial {nstitute 
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A mass display of the students at the na- 
‘onal sports meet in celebration of the 
‘th Anniversary of August 15 Liberation— 
tthe Moranbong Stadium in Pyongyang 


A cheering party of 
Kim If Sung University 
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A student sight-seeing party at the Manmoolsang (Rocks 
of ten thousand shapes) in Mt. Keumgang 


provide the graduates with versatile knowledge and skill. They are qualified 
upon graduation. 

In the past the specialized schools failed to provide the students with 
ample hours for general studies while the senior middle schools did not 
train the students in technology. Now these shortcomings have been cor- 
rected under the new educational system. 

In the future even those who study social science in the institutes of 
higher learning will have learnt basic knowledge about technology and 
acquire some sort of skill before they enter the institutes. So, it is expected 
that they will leave the institutes better equipped than before. 

As the Party stressed, the students will be trained into full-fledged 
socialist-communist builders who can create material wealth for the country’s 
development with a profound knowledge of Marxism-Leninism and fechnology. 

The reorganization of the popular educational system, an epoch-making 
event in the development of the educational field, will be completed by 
1962, In 1959, 500 various technical schools came into being. From the 1960-61 
school-year most of the junior middle school graduates advanced to technical 
schools. By the way the senior middle schools stopped _ receiving 
new students. 

From the 1962-63 school year the compulsory technical education will 
be put into effect to the full and then it will be followed by the compulsory 
higher technical education. 


FOR TRAINING MORE TECHNICAL PERSONNEL 


One of the difficult problems confronting the Party in building the state 
énd developing the national economy after liberation was an acute shortage 
a national cadres. When the country was liberated, there were only 964 en- 
Sineers and 4,721 technicians in the northern part of the Republic. 

Such being the case, the Workers' Party of Korea adopted the policy of 
rapidly training new technical personnel of worker-peasant origin, of re- 
Modelling the old technical personnel on socialist lines so that they might serve 
the new society, and of raising the technical and cultural standard of the 
Entire working people. 

Even during the grim war years special attention was paid to the training 
of technical experts. While strengthening the work of technical education, the 
arty and government sent numerous students to the Soviet Union and other 
rother countries in preparation for the post-war rehabilitation and construc- 
tion of the national economy. 
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In the posf-war years, many technical schools were established to meet 
the new demand of the economic development, and educational facilities 
were provided for the working people to study without leaving production, In 
this way numerous national cadres were trained and the level of general 
knowledge as well as the technical and cultural standard of workers enhancec 
rapidly. 

However, a shortage of technical personnel is still felt in carrying out 
the huge task of an all-round technical revolution in all fields of the national 
economy. 

Even according to a rough estimation, some 230,000 engineers and speci- 
alists and about 600,000 junior technicians and specialists will be needed by 
1970. This means an increase of more than seven times in the number of 
engineers and specialists compared with 1959. Particularly, in view of the start 
of the Seven-Year National Economic Plan in 1961, the mass training of techni- 
cal personnel presents itself as one of the most important tasks, 

This is by no means an easy task. However, all possibilities exist for its re- 
alization. 

In our major factories and enterprises there are tens of thousands 
middle school and specialized school graduates and several thousands of en- 
gineers and specialists. If higher educational institutes are established in 
Heungnam, Kim Chaik, Kangsun, Nampo, Hichun, Bookjoong, Koosung, Kangg® 
and in other industrial areas, a greater number of young workers can be train- 
ed without leaving their jobs. 
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Of special significance is re-educating seasoned workers to possess the 
latest scientific knowledge and technique. Inasmuch as they have acquired 
a vast store of experiences in the productive activities, they will soon become 
engineers, if they learn modern science and technology. The Enlarged Augus! 
(1960) Plenum of the Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea took 
measures for setting up schools where one can pursue advanced education on 
technology while working. 

Three types of such schools are to be set up or expanded. 

First: Technical institutes and higher technical schools are to be set up 
in factories, enterprises, hospitals and state agricultural and stock farms and 
on construction sites for educating working youth in off-time. 

Second: The existing courses of the higher educational institutes are to 
be expanded for the urban working youth. 

Third: The correspondence courses are to be expanded. 

On the basis of the decisions of the Plenum, 23 institutes belonging to 
first form, of which 21 are industrial institutes and 2 agricultural ones, were 
opened in September 1960. 


the 
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Students of these institutes were selected from the relevant work places. 
The teaching staff consists of technicians and specialists of the respective work 
place with the exception of teachers in general subjects. 

These schools are usually of four-year course except the medical in- 
stitute, the course of which will run five years. A two-year preparatory course 
is to be set up for those who did not finish middle school. 

At the same time the work of correspondence courses is to be improved. 
Arrangements have been made’ for every higher educational institute to help 
those who take correspondence courses in its locality in the basic subjects. 
Furthermore the institutes and specialized schools with correspondence courses 
ere to organize special lectures in different localities for those who are en- 
rolled in the correspondence courses, 

Measures are also being taken for systematically raising the technical and 
cultural standard of the working people. Ever since the country’s liberation, 
the Party has worked to this end. However, the new conditions havel been 
created in the country. The socialist relations of production have become pre- 
dominant and all-round technical and cultural revolutions are being carried 
on. This is why the Party calls for the further advance of the scientific and 
technical standard of the entire working people. 

Premier Kim Il Sung said in his report marking the 10th Anniversary of 
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (in 1958): “The most important 
question in the cultural revolution is that of elevating the level of general 
knowledge. of the entire working people... Parallel with this, the entire work- 
ers must strengthen the struggle for acquiring new technique. In this an im- 
Portant thing is to study while working and to work while studying.” 

Accordingly, in 1958 the old adult schools were reorganized into the 
working people's schools (a two-year course). The evening cadres training 
schools, working youth schools and junior middle schools and the preparatory 
Courses of evening technical schools were reorganized into working people’s 
Middle schools (a three-year course), These schools enable the working peo- 
Ple to study without leaving their jobs. 

Under the new educational system the graduates of the working people's 
School are admitted into technical schools (a two-year course), higher technical 
mh (a two-year course) and correspondence courses of higher technical 
Chool, 

For labour innovators, shop and team leaders, high skilled workers and 
Managers of enterprises who have long years of experience, two-year special- 
req courses are to be set up at the major technical institutes including the 
Kim Chaik Polytechnical Institute. Students enrolled in these courses will 
devote the full time to study. The curricula will be made up in such a way 
that the students will be trained into engineers in a short period of time. 
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Besides, in order to carry through the Party's policy which called upon the 
entire workers to acquire more than one technique or skill, technical ccurses 
ere organized for the Party, government and social organization workers, 


The decisions of the Enlarged August (1960) Plenum of the C.C. of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea on improving and strengthening the work of training 
technical personnel are encouraging not only the workers in the domain 
of education, but the entire workers to the successful implementation of | the 
technical revolution. 


Upholding the Party's programme for training more and better technical 
personnel in the shortest possible time, which is of great significance in ac 
celefating socialist construction and peaceful unification of the country, — the 
entire Korean people are marching ahead. 


THE DEMOCRATIC YOUTH LEAGUE AND YOUNG 
PIONEERS IN SCHOOLS 


The Democratic Youth League or Young Pioneers are the mass organize 
tions of youth and children. The Democratic Youth League and Young Pioneers 
were founded in 1946 after the patriotic example of the Communist Youth 
League and the Children’s Revolutionary Corps led by Premier 
Kim II Sung in the period of the anti-Japanese armed struggle of the ‘30s. The 
principle of the activities of the Democratic Youth League members and Young 
Pioneers is based on the lofty revolutionary spirit. 


Fine pupils and students are chosen to be members of the Democratic 
Youth League and Young Pioneers, and they have been carrying out with 
credit their duty under the guidance of the Workers’ Party of Korea, They 4° 
resolved to become capable workers by acquiring scientific knowledge and 
skill. The nation’s youth actively participated in the struggle for safeguarding 
and consolidating the achievements of the democratic reforms and peoples 
power and in the work for rehabilitating and developing the national econ® 
my. They displayed patriotic zeal in strengthening the democratic base in the 
northern part of the Republic, the material guarantee for the peaceful unifi 
cation of the country, particularly during the severe Fatherland Liberation War. 


When the U.S. imperialists and Syngman Rheeites started armed invasion 
numerous Democratic Youth League members in schools volunteered to bas 
the enemy. Heroically they fought and many heroes of the D.P.R.K. omer 
Among them are Hero Li Soo Bok of the Soonchun Senior Middle Schoo 
who blocked the muzzle of an enemy's gun with his body in the battle on 
Height 1,211, Hero Li Jong Soo of the Byuksung Senior Middle School, Her? 
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li Byung Sung of the Koosung Senior Middle School, Hero Cha Sang Ryool 
of the Uhrang Senior Middle School and Hero Jo Koon Sil of the Wonsan 
Senior Middle School and others. 

During the temporary occupation of the North by the enemy, Young 
Pioneers organized partisan units in various parts of the country and fought 
gallantly for the fatherland. The “Juvenile Guard" consisting of boys of Anjoo, 
the “Sunchun Juvenile Partisan Unit’ organized by the children of the Sunchun 
Children’s Home and the “Warbler Juvenile Partisan Unit'’ composed of the 
Young Pioneers of the Wontong Junior Middle School in Rinje County are 
the examples of the patriotic struggle launched by the country’s Young 
Pioneers. 

In the postwar years the Young Pioneers, while making every endeavour 
lor their study, carried out their own “Juvenile Five-Year Plan.” They raised 
rabbits, planted castorbean plants and sunflowers, and collected scrap iron. 
They contributed the locomotive “Children,” the crane “Children” and the 
tractor “Children” to the country’s socialist construction. The Democratic Youth 
League members did their best in helping build cities and villages, and in 
other undertakings. 

Today the Democratic Youth League and Young Pioneers organizations in 
shools are playing a great role in educating the pupils and students in 
communist ideology. 

One of their important work in the communist education is to educate the 
pupils and students in the revolutionary traditions. The entire youth and 
children are studying the lofty revolutionary spirit and activities shown by 
the Korean communists led by Premier Kim I] Sung and the Children’s Re- 
volutionary Corps in the '30s as well as the life of the Heroes of the D.P.R.K., 
Labour Heroes and labour innovators. 

There are in schools fhe rooms for the study of the history of the Work- 
ers’ Party of Korea, where the youth and children hold various meetings, They 
read papers that they have prepared and hold debates as well as the even- 
ings of literature and art. Through these they study the lofty idea of the re- 
Volutionary fighters. 

The Democratic Youth League and Young Pioneers organizations help the 
Pupils and students register excellent marks in their studies and display their 
lalent to the full in science, technique, art and culture. 

For example, the Committee of the Democratic Youth League of 
Kim Il Sung University sees to it that the students regularly attend lectures and 
seminars. It discusses how to help the students, It deals with the question of 
intensifying the activities of the students scientific research groups. Besides, it 
Makes the entire students put into effect the Party’s education policy of 
Combining study with productive labour. 


17 


Like the Democratic Youth League, the Young Pioneers help the pupil 
to get good results in their studies, observe discipline, love labour, and be- 
come faithful and diligent in the work alloted fo them. 


The Democratic Youth League and Young Pioneers have programmes {or 
the development of scientific knowledge and spiritual as well as physical 
training. They organize trips to noted places and historic spots, and inspection 
tours. In summer time camping is organized, In schools there are various 
circles, such as carpentry, metal working, physics, chemistry, agriculture, stock- 
breeding, history, literature, music, dancing, drama, etc. 


The Namsan Senior Middle School in Pyongyang, for instance, has a 90- 
piece folk instrumental ensemble and a 40-member orchestra. The music circle 
of this school travelled in rural villages. Its programmes included numbers © 
their own creation such as the dance drama “Co-op Celebrating a Good 
Harvest," and the sketch “Flower Buttons.” There is a 300-veice chorus in the 
Koksan Senior Middle School in North Hwanghaj Province, Its literary circle 
members presented evenings of poetry recital and plays. 


For the purpose of developing the mass cultural work among the nation’s 
younger generation the government holds national art circle contests, handi- 
craft and art goods exhibitions and sporting events. 


It must be pointed out that special attention is being directed to the 
question of physical training. It is already everyday's routine for the students 
to participate in some sort of physical training. It is expected 500,000 cham- 
pions and 200,000 coaches will be trained and some 4 million working people 
and youth will be embraced in the physical training programme, In this work, 
the Youth League and Young Pioneers organizations play a big role. 

School children have their own “hygienic brigades” and “greenery bri 
gades," which aim at beautifying the sorroundings and leading a cultured life. 


In carrying out the programmes the Democratic Youth League and Young 
Pioneers work in close contact with teachers, And teachers give them activ? 
guidance and assistance. Particularly the teachers in charge regard the work 
with the Democratic Youth League and Young Pioneers as one of the mos! 
important duties. Consistently they are working for coordinating the activities 
cf pupils in and out of school in such a way that the pupils be brought up into 
all-round matured persons. 


PRE-SCHOOL TRAINING 


After the country’s liberation particular stress was laid on the pre-schoo! 


trai ing. A great number of kindergartens and nurseries are maintained by the 
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government. Even under the qifficult condition of the cruel war (1950-1953), 
‘+ never failed to pay particular concern to bringing up pre-school age 
children. 

When the entire nation rose for the post-war economic reconstruction the 
government placed priority to the restoration of educational establishments. 
Modern kindergartens, nurseries, and children’s parks have beer set up. By 
1959, there were 1,881 nurseries with an accommodating capacity of 125,232. 
Then the agricultural co-ops maintained 16,624 regular and seasonal nurseries 
with an accommodating capacity of 539,908. 

The network of kindergartens has been rapidly expanded: by 1959 the 
number of kindergartens increased 20 times over 1956, and now 213,872 
children attend 3,399 kindergariens. 

Before liberation there was not a single nursery in the northern part of 
the country. The number of kindergartens was 66 only for the children of 
landlords, compradors, and pro-Japanese elements. Workers and peasants 
could not send their children to schools, so it was out of the question for them 
to think of pre-school training of their children. 

But today the situation is quite different. Take Moonduk County, South 
Pyongan Province for instance. In the county there are twenty-three _ kinder- 
gartens. More than 90 per cent of pre-school age children in the county are 
being taken care of in the kindergartens and nurseries. 

Attention is directed to developing both intellect and sentiment of pre- 
school age children. They are trained in the spirit of loving labour, comrade- 
ship and collectivism, and in the sense of responsibility. 

To improve the pre-school training programme teachers training institutes 
are maintained, where technical schocl graduates study for three years to be- 
come nursery and kindergarten teachers. By the way the growing numker of 
Nurseries and kindergartens enabi'e more women to participate in the country's 


Socialist construction. 


CHULLIMA TEACHER’S GROUP 


Following the country's liberation, the teachers of our country have exert- 
ed patriotic efforts for liquidating the survivals of the Japanese enslavement 
educational system and training national cadres needed in the upbuilding of 
the country. 

Even in the grim years of the Fatherland Liberation War, the teachers, 
upholding the Party's educational policy, carried out with credit the lofiy 
fasks assigned to them. Overcoming every difficulty and obstacle, they dis- 
Played patriotic zeal in teaching pupils and students and safeguarding the 
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fatherland. Heroes of the D.P.R.K. came from their ranks. And numerous 
teachers were decorated for meritorious service rendered in the field of edu- 
cation during the war time. 

The teachers devoted themselves to rebuilding schools in the post-war 
period. 


Attaching special importance to the training of new teachers aid re- 
educating the old ones, the pedagogical programme has been expanded. 
Compared with 1949, the pre-war year, the number of school teachers in- 
creased to 126.5 per cent in 1956 and to 157 per cent in 1959. Then the teach- 
ing staffs of higher learning institutions in 1959 expanded 15 times over 1946. 

The Party and government have been directing consistent concern 
for improving the social and material conditions of the teachers, To 
those teachers who have rendered distinguished service in teaching are 
awarded the title of Merited Teacher of the D.P.R.K. or decorated with vari- 
ous orders. 

In 1960 the Presidium of. the Supreme People’s Assembly of the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea awarded five teachers the title of 
Merited Teacher. Among them is Li Hak Bin, principal of the Hamheung 
Junior Middle School in Hamheung, South Hamkyung Province. During the 
past 15 years he has developed several schools into model ones, Even during 
the difficult war time, upholding the Party's educational policy, he ensured al- 
most perfect attendance of pupils, 99 per cent! Soon as the truce came 
he put all his energy for making the pupils the best ones in their studies. Al- 
ready in 1955 the pupils in the school recorded the most gratifying results in 
South Hamkyung Province. In 1959, 97 per cent of his pupils in the primary 
course of the Hamheung Junior Middle School earned good and excellent re 
sults in study. He set a fine example in carrying through the Party's educational 
policy of combining education with productive labour. 


In this way, inspired by the solicitude of the Party, the teachers of ou! 
country faithfully serve the country, as the engineers of human. spirit. [9 
particular, in keeping with the high tide of the socialist construction of the 
country, today, they are waging a collective movement for uninterrupted 
innovation and advance in their educational work. They are striving for b& 
coming better teachers in conformity with the rapidly developing reality. 

The teachers are competing for the title of the Chullima Teachers’ GrouP: 
Their motto is: “Let's live like socialist-communist builders and bring about um 
interrupted innovation and continuous advance in our workl" 

For the title of the Chullima Teachers’ Group teachers are challenging 
each other. This movement is a link of the Chullima Work Team Movement, ° 
new form of the socialist emulation drive, which is being waged by the entire 
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working people of our country who are marching on for greater achievements 
in life and work. The basic condition of emulation is: 

Firstly, the entire staffs should arm themselves with the Party ideas, 
cherish collectivism and comradeship, and assume a communist attitude towards 
lbour and treasure socialist ownership, thereby becoming the fighters ready 
to give everything for the country and the people. 

Secondly, the teachers should raise their grades of qualifications within 
the next one to two years. To this end, they must systematize their study so 
fhat their political and educational level be raised. They must also cultivate. 
the spirit of mutual assistance and learn from each other. 

Thirdly, in life the teachers should bring themselves closer to workers, 
builders, and peasants. They must humbly learn from them, observing the 
technical achievements attained in every field of the national economy. In this 
way every member of the teachers group should acquire more than one skill 
in fhe near future. 


Fourthly, the teachers’ groups should carry out successfully the education- 
al programmes assigned to their schools, The teaching work must be im- 
proved so that every pupil and student may win best marks. 


Lastly, every effort should be directed to collecting or producing experi- 
mental instruments and teaching stuff, bettering the technical equipment of 
lboratories, workshops and experimental plots, and invigorating the circle 
activities of 11e students, At the same time constant attention should be devot- 
ed to improving educational methods. To this end regular studies should be 
made and advanced educational methods be adopted. 


lt is also stressed that the teachers be persons of lofty character in private 
and social life. And they must successfully educate the students in the revolu- 
lionary traditions and communist ethics. 

The teachers of the Dongheung Middle School, Pyongyang, won the title 
of the Chullima Teachers’ Group in March 1960. Then they were followed by 
the teachers of the Yaksoo Middle School, Changsung County, North Pyongan 
Province, and of the primary school attached to the Hyesan Normal School, 
Ryanggang Province. 

In the course of the Chullima Teachers’ Group movement the teachers of 
the Dongheung Middle School have cultivated lofty fraits in working, studying 
and in everyday's life becoming socialist-communist builders, bringing about 
*Poch-making changes in teaching work and improving the student's, records. 

The teachers have studied the revolutionary tradition formed in the period 
f the anti-Japanese armed struggle led by Premier Kim II Sung and the 
fducational policy of the Workers’ Party of Korea, They have become the 
People of valuing labour, overcoming difficulties, helping each other, and 


21 


studying and thinking boldly. It must be mentioned that young teachers vol. 
unteer to undertake the most difficult work. 

The teachers maintained a closer tie with the students and learnt what th 
students wanted. Then they helped students to get rid of bad habits and 
prove their studies. 


By March 1960 iron foundry, wood-working and clothing workshops were 
built in the school. Rabbit rearing had not to be omitted, Ali! these ensurec 
the close link between learning and productive labour. Creative enthusiast 
of the teachers under the Party’s guidance made it possible to equip the 
school laboratories wilh more than 4,000 kinds of experimental apparatus, And 
the students got good results in chemistry, zoology, etc. In chemistry, 
86 per cent of the students won good or excellent mark. Resolved to promote 
the qualifications, the teachers are studying hard. 

The movement for winning the title of the Chullima Teachers’ Group § 
spreading to all the schools throughout the country, registering great results 
in popular education. 


Today the people of North Korea are marching on the Chullima (winged 
horse) towards socialism-communism, while the South Korean people are " 
the depths of misery owing to oppression and exploitation by the U.S. im 
eprialists. And the U.S. colonial enslavement education is forced on the youth 
and students in South Korea. 


“Anti-Communism,” “American worship," and “racism” are instilled into 


the students in South Korea. In an attempt to paralyse the people's struggle 
against U.S. imperialism and the traitorous policy of its stooges, submission i 
preached especially to the youth in South Korea. All democratic activities a 
suppressed in the educational establishments. The “American way of life’ hé 
degenerated the South Korean people and the cultural tradition has bee” 
trodden under foot. 


The South Korean national economy faces a total collapse and social 
corruption hit the bottom. The military expenditure keeps rising while the ap” 
propriation for education is insignificant. Politicians and profiteers have turne 
the schools into a fertile ground for racketeering. 


Thus education in South Korea is faced with a serious crisis, Ther 
some 446,000 children who are kept from schools, Then most of the graduale® 
roam about the streets in search of jobs. It is reported most of those who 5 
blood to “blood banks" in South Korea are self-supporting students. The 
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number of the students who commit suicide owing to failing to pay the big 
“entrance fees” and “contributions” is increasing. 

Under such circumstances the youth and students of South Korea have na- 
turally risen for defending their interests. Inspired by the brilliant results at- 
tained in socialist construction in the North, they rose against the fascist rule 
of the U.S. imperialists and their lackeys and for the country's peaceful unifi- 
cation and democratization of school and academic freedom, They are still 
fighting. They are for expelling pro-Ameritan teachers and for boycotting 
American goods. They demand the immediate withdrawal of the U.S. army and 
the country's peaceful unification. 

The Government of the D.P.R.K. offered time and again to grant stipends 
to students and take over the orphans to bring up. However, due to obstacles 
laid by the U.S. imperialists and their puppets, the compatriotic hands of the 
people of the North could not reach the South Korean people, youth and 
Students yet. 

The unprecedented misfortune and disaster which the youth and students 
in the South are subjected to come from U.S. occupation of South Korea and 
the treacherous policy of the U.S. running-dogs. 

Only when the U.S. imperialists withdraw from the South, and the father- 
lend is peacefully unified through free elections without foreign interference, 
will the South Korean students be entitled to genuine education and enjoy a 
happy life like the students in the North. Then every one will have opportunity 
fo learn. And the day is drawing near. 


Ocfoker 31, 1960 


Printed in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 


